Brother Andrew — God’s Smuggler

Many people today show bravery in serving God. Some people face dangers as
they take His word to places where it is forbidden. They must trust God to protect
them. Brother Andrew is a person who has served in such places.

Andrew, son of a blacksmith, grew up in a typical Dutch town. Living in Holland, a
free country, Andrew had great concern for people in countries where the gospel
could not be preached. Some of these countries were Russia, Hungary, Albania
and China. In those days, the Socialist government did not allow religious
freedom.

When Andrew grew older he conducted missions to these countries. With his car
packed with Bibles, concealed in all sorts of secret compartments, he would drive
his car through border crossings. As he did, he prayed that the Lord would 'close
the eyes' of the border guards. God did it time and time again.

Here is a story about one of Andrew's experiences. He had just made it through
the Hungarian border without being caught. God had again made seeing eyes
blind. He drove on through the beautiful country side which followed the River
Danube. He started to feel hungry so decided to stop for some lunch. He drove
down a sandy lane and stopped at a little clearing at the water's edge. In order to
get to the camp stove, Andrew had to move several boxes of gospel literature
that the guards had just overlooked. No sooner had he opened the can of peas
and carrots when he heard the roar of a speed boat approaching. The boat was
heading towards Andrew at full throttle. In the bow stood a soldier with drawn
machine-gun. At the last possible instant the boat swerved and coasted to a neat
landing at the river's edge. Andrew now saw that there were two other soldiers in
the boat. The man in the front leapt ashore followed by another one.

"Lord," Andrew prayed, "help me not to be afraid.”

The first soldier kept the machine-gun on Andrew while the other ran to the car.
Andrew kept stirring the peas and carrots as he heard the car door open.

"Well," said Andrew, "it is certainly nice to have you drop in this way. Would you
care to join me?"

Andrew reached into his picnic box and drew out two extra plates. He motioned
to the soldier to come and sit down. The soldier stared stonily and shook his
head, as if to say, "I'm not going to be bribed." Andrew could hear the other
soldier poking around. Any moment now he was going to ask about those boxes.

"Well," said Andrew, "if you don't mind, I'm going to go ahead and eat while the
food is hot."

Andrew bowed his head and prayed. Then an amazing thing happened. While he
prayed there was no sound from the soldier inspecting his car. Just as soon as



he had finished praying, the door slammed. Andrew heard the sound of footsteps
coming rapidly towards him. He picked up his fork and started to eat. For a
moment both soldiers stood over him. Then abruptly they whirled around.
Without looking behind them, they ran down to their boat, jumped in, and roared
off in a spray of white. That was the last he saw of them.
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Name some of the countries that Andrew went to.

Why did he want to go to these countries in particular?

What miracles did God do for Andrew, to enable him to get Bibles into these
countries?

Why would you say that Andrew showed great courage?

What do you think could have happened to Andrew if he had been caught?
Write about a time when God has protected you, or someone close to you.
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